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TO THE READER, 


>.) CDG Dou haſt (courteous Reader) 
— heere offercd vnto thy viewe, a 
ſmall booke conteining the reſo: 
lution of a true Religion. It is 
garniſhed with no great eloquẽce 

rd thetozicall foxiſhe, as manife: 
nung my intent cherin to be moze 
bay! oof 


to delight the inward heart, with 
; matter of ſubſtance, then the out: 
waed care, with woꝛds of trifling daliance. The poſitions J 
hope will pꝛoue true, the queſtion not doubtfull, thaugh dan⸗ 
gerous to my ſelfe, in that I ſhall hazard my per ſon in run⸗ 
ning vppon the cragged Rockes of the peſtilent toonged 
Papiltcs : J trult , notwithſtanding the ſhippe of my lake: 
tie will be ſtrong inough, ik not to bꝛeake the rockes, pct to 
beare the bꝛuntes of all ſuch ſtoꝛmie and tempeſtuous acci⸗ 
dentes as winde and weather ſhall thzowe vpon me ſapling 
in ſo troubleſome ſeas . howbeit J meane well euen tothe 
Romilh Catholikes theme lues, whom earneſtly J would 
requeſt to reade this ſmall wozke with a ſingle eye, and with 
an indickerent minde, not car ted awap with inraged rancoz, 
oꝛ woonted obſt nacie: fo2 J will not feare to make them⸗ 
ſelues Judges ol che cauſe, ik they haue their eycs to ſee, oꝛ 
wils to iudge with indifferencte , J haue not runne ouer all 
matters of both ſides.fo2 neither could J in ſo ſmal a roume, 
onely and eſpecialty J haue leuelled at the vcrte foundation: 
Read it thzough therefoze (gentle Reader ) with noleſſe 
good mind? then IJ wwote it, and then J doubt not but thou 
wilt in ine be reſolued with me of a right Religion: Jfnp 
wozke want learning, in recompence thereof J pꝛay thee 
accept my good will, wherin is no defect , Thus not doub⸗ 
ting 95 thy hinmanitle, hoping well alſo of thy diuimtie, J] 
com nend this mp booke to thy grateful curteſie, and bid 
thee molt hear tely farewell, 
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R. Armin in praiſe and commendation of this briefe 
Reſcinution of a right Religion. 


Ind, Here are manie that haue-rooke vpon them to ſer 
done the poyntes of true Religion, and haue 
205. T E aptly argued of particular partes, yea and rightly 
. «ET 1 - 
PER diſciphered the ample Rules of trueth, amongeſt 
— home as chicte, this learned ſtudent, C. S. hath 
ſufficiently pl1incly end profoundly plac'd it before our eyes, and 
hauing quite ſupprelt falle doRrine hath preſented to our viewe, 
this rignt reſolution and | in this behalte will ſay, that che papiſt 
may well knocke himſelfe on the breſt, ſaying a Confireor, ma- 
king vaine ſignes of repentance of his ſinnes, but if he lookgnar« 
Ar =. vnto it, he ſhall inde it nothing but mockeric and hypo- 
crifte, 
The other vitious and deteſtable ſect, are Martincſtes , who 
ee ſo farre into matters, that they ouerſee themſclues, wreſting 


thiages from the right ſence to the wrong, waking ſhew of zeale 


' 


when it is meere folſie, therefore let them know here is the right 


religion. though a brit fe reſalution, ſnort and ſweete, and there- 


fore you that vill be heytes of heauen, and you zcalous prote- 
ſtantes wiſh him wel ,whoſe imployed ſtudie was, and is to con- 
duct you to the trueck, and thei fore hold euery ſect falſe, whoſe 
rules he doth coutradict, and withall patience waite for the com- 
ming of the Lord leſus Chi iſt, and labour ſo that you may be 
found ot him without ſpot and blame leſſe. 

Surely that day ought to ve fearetull to the wicked, but of vs 
hat ſn ould be moſt deſired, knowing aſſuredlie that there is no 
condemnation to thoſe whichare in Chriſt leſus, and his great 
kindnes and meckenes when hes commeth to make vs liue with 
him for cuer in heauen. Amen. 

R. A. 
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2th A BRIEFE RESOLVTION OF 
— n „ arigbt Religion. 
— Reat controuer ſie hach lang bin 
— betwecue theJDapilts and PPꝛo- 
ä eſtantes (as they art commons 
rho | ITS þ | teatmeb) wherher of chem be 
ing N true church, foz it is agreed 
— ' of both ſides,that Extra Eccle- 
2 [am non eff ſalur. but lively 
te- me thinks it is a queſti w ſcarle 
on- gqueſtianable: faz, che papiſtical 
oſe | Church arcogateth, chat they are the true church: 


be and our Religion, grounded out ok the wozde ok God, per⸗ 
N ſwadethvsto be of the true church foz we are bullded vp- 


fy on the ſacred wnitinges of the JPophetes and Apoltles | 
;no | Sunn Jeſus bimſelfe being che a comer ſfone:their church, a Epheſa 20. 
n | 0 rather ſpnagogue ol Sathan is builded vpon vn witten 


 berities and depꝛaued lacred trueth, the pope of Rome, a 
man nay b a beaſt, with ſenenheadesand tenne hommes, and f Reue 130 
bpan his hannes teune crownes, and vppon his heaves the 
uames of blaſpheniie. being the Head thereof, TUe imbzace 
Baule, we imboace Peter, and yet we renounce the ]Iopc, 
who vainly boaſteth himlelfe to be Peters ſucceſſvur.m al: 
much as the Pope is neicher like to Rar in doctrine, ma⸗ 
i „59 , ee 1 5 | l ners, 


— 

— 

a 
. 


c Mat.24,24. 


d. Cor. 3. 8. 


e Gals, 


Luke 16, 


2 : 
ners, naß relighit}, and in batne all the pope boalk to [at 
his place, lah Ihe contneh — — 
lities of his perſon; noꝛ in the docfrine of the ApeMeg, fo in 


this refpect there is as much difference betweene them, as 


betwirt blacke and white, light and darkeneſle, heauen and 
hell as afterward ſhalbe manifeſted, Chult hath fozeway - 
ned vs that there ſhall ariſe c falfe Chyiſtes, and kalle za 
phets, and ſhall ſhew great ſignes, and wonders to dereiue 


(if it were poſſible) the verie elect, Paule hath giuen vs a 


good caueat, iet no man (ſaith he)beceiue hynletfe:t againe, 
iet euery man take heede howe he buildeth: And he addeth 
this rule, to know d aſſuredly the true and right foundation: 
foꝛ(ſaith he) other foundation can no man lay, but that which 
is layd alreadie, which (ſaith hee) is Jelus Chꝛiſt. The 
ny Pole rhe Epiltte to the Galathiang, * if — 
oz an Auge heauen , pꝛeach vntopoit atne other Gol: 
pell then that we hae pitathev, Anathma ſto let him 
be accurſed: And this ſcnttence he rterateth , a ſecond time. 
Ik we are bidden not to beleug Angels from heauen,ff they 
teache doctrine contrary to Paules, will aine man then be 
ſo f6olifh as to belerue the pop? vpon his wan aud vn mit. 
ten vetities teaching matter tontrarie, not onely es Pune, 
but to Peter and to all the whole body of the facred ferip: 
tures: TAhen f Diues was in hell and caft vp his eyes and 
ſam Lazarus in Abꝛah uns boſone, and being in toꝛments 
could not obtaifte of Abraham chat Laz us nught dip hys 
finger in water ard coole his tdonge, beraule hee was tor 
mented in that flame, Me did then beſeeche Abzaham, that 
he would ſend Lazarus to his fathers houſe (fo2 he had fine 
bꝛethꝛen) that he might ceffifte to chem: leaft chey allo came 
inthat place of cozment ; But whether did he referrechem* 
They haue (Laich Abzahant) Molcs, andthe Pzophetcs, let 
them heare them foz if they will not hearechem, neither 
will they belecue, though one riſe from the dead. 
Thus we are referredto buttyolr veltete vyon Doſes, 
| Un 
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3 
and the pꝛophets. Chꝛiſt hinſelfe ſaith, and connnandeth 
vs g to learch the ſcriptures: fo(ſaith he thex are they chat 
teſtifie of me, So that the people are balde ta heare Chat, 
Maſes,and che pzophets and apolties , with this clauſe aiſg 
added, chat if any,though an Angell from heauen', teach do⸗ 
ctrine contrarie vntat )en, Anathema ſit, wee muſt holde 
hun accurſed : ſo that we are not to beleeue che Pope, noꝛ 
his vnwꝛitten verities, n generall Cuunſels, noꝛ pet anci⸗ 
ent Fathers, no not Angels themſeluos, though co nming 
from heauen, ik they teach matter contrarie to the ſacred 
ſcriptures:cas the people are to hear ſuch kind of Teachers 
ſo are alſo all that take vpon them the office of teaching, oz 
ot Apollleſhip,no: to teach doctrines of meu, m their owne 
fantaſtes, oꝛ blind dꝛeames, but onely ſuch ſtuffe as they re: 
ceiue from God. Poles, he gaue the lawe to the Ilraelitg, 
but he did it by commandement fromthe Lo, and ſpake as 
from his mouth, That maner power che p2ophetes gene- 
rally had, is very well deſcribed in / Czechiell. Thou li ſunne 
of man (laich the Loꝛd) J haue geuen thee to be a Wlatch- 
man to the houſc of Jraell , therefoze thou ſhalt heare the 
wojue out of my mouth , and thou ſhalt declare it to them 
rom me. ent | 
Lock tathe Apoltleg,and ſee what commiſſion they had: 
Goe(ſaith Chꝛiſt) hand teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the father, the ſonne, and che holy Ghoſt, tea- h Mat. 27,18 
ching chem to keepe all thinges whatſpeuer J haue com- 
manded you: lo the apoltlescommillion was to teach that, 
which they had receiued from; Chyiſt,: Chaſthimfelte: the 
ſonne of the eucrliuing God, in reſpect that hee was an apo⸗ 
Me oꝛ 3 _ his — — : 
Jewes inthe leuenth of John, ſaying: Ny i doctrine is not i lohn. 16. 
mine, but his chat lent me: So Chpiſt himſelfe taught no 
prher doctr ine lun that-which he had from his father , And 
S, Palle, as a faith full Apoſtle affp2meth to the Coꝛin· 
hlans, chat he k receiued chat of 3 Lopd, which he _ ki Cor u 
| | 2 r 


glohn. 539 
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4 
red vrto them, Thus wee ſee that the apoſtles ſpake 
from the mouth of Chziſt, Chyiſt from the mouth ot his 
Father, nd all both Cyſt andthe Apolies; Poles an the 
pꝛopheles ſpake as from the mouth of God, which ts al- 
do verified by that one ſaping ofthe Authour to the He: 

Iban b2ues:God] in times paſt diners watcs ſpake vnto the Fa⸗ 
*? thers bythe Mophetes, but in thele {aſt dates he hath 
dpoben ta vs by his ſorme And Pau telleth Timothy, that 
m Tim. 3,16 all ſcriptute m is giuen by diutne inſpir ation, and willen as 
withthe finger of Eod, who is all trueth , and theretq; it is 

impolſible. hould either lie oꝛ erre. 

Ther ekoꝛe touching matters of religion, let God alaue 
be heard, and the ſacred Scriptures produced fox the eſta; 
blichuig of chat religion which ſhall be acceptable in his 
cies , Fo2 a mans faith is to bee builded vppon the ſurtit 

anthoꝛ aud m rocke, and in ſuch loꝛt that neither windes noꝛ 

u Mata. Mα,Ee 3 Chyilt 

- eeacheth;vponhiwoord, which is intallible-any neuer lay 

leth. And all both reaſon and diuinitie ſo perſwadech: foꝛ 

that laying ot Paule is true: Let n God be true, and enteric 

man a lier, It is well knowne, and dayſperpertence can te] 

vs, that men may erre and goe awyic, but he o that brler⸗ 

« : 14b,5.10 ucth wot God / milteth hint fer es . Johitach;which 
'cantiot be withourheribie blaſpheryie, ' * + oi 

Let vs — — — — religion vpon a; 

ny man be he Auguffinez Cypꝛia _ role; Pierogit n) 

whyſbeurr,a9zv engen Gp e r 

can ?)“ nien ad Futaba eff vrnate, en map 

ere: ther efoꝛe no que ion btit they might erre. And ik in 

| any amm thing they doonioterre,it is beranſe the haue the 


| wozd of trueth,and of (acted Setipttire-fb#thet : 
| tian o cis cbm needs ere, So that an chole anttent 
1 Lauge em f f ee 
teom the pure fomranie 7 the ſacred woꝛd o trueth, oz els 

chey das nothing els bur preachthe puddie ok their owne'tn 

> - nentions 
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uentions: which if they ſhould doo, though they were In 
gels from hcauen,we mut not beleeue them, nay, A nathe⸗ 


= ſit, we muſt hold him acturſed, by the rule at j2aule a: 


zefaid, | 

The wooꝛde of God dcliusred as from the mouth and 
hand of God, being laide as a foundation, u ec are not to 
doubt but that our religion biulded thercupoi is moſt iure 
and certaine, neuer able vttet ly to bee ouertyzowi:e with all 
the power and pollicie of Antichꝛiſt and his adherents, bee 
they neuer ſo ſubtil in che one, oꝛ kal of foꝛtitude in the other: 
Fo2 why: Chaſt the head of his Church is the defender 
thereat, and che contounder of Antichꝛiſt. 

The Papiſtes and enemies of the true Church of Gov, 
they call vs Heretikes by a metaphozicall ſpeach boꝛrowed 
from themſelucs, and ge rail ing ſencencevpon bs „when 
they are no longer able to conuince our reaſons , ſhewing 
therein their malignant tongues aud malit tous heartg: but 
we anfwere wich Paule, that with that which they call he: 
reſie, we ſerue che liuing God, They call our religion a con⸗ 
deinned doctr ine; attainted long ago by general, Councels: 
I they ſnew me the reuealed counſell from God, J wil be- 
leeue them:and of generall Counſels, ſore are meere re⸗ 
pugnamt and contrarie one to another , ſo that they are af 
litle credite But what it it be condemned by men it it be al⸗ 
lowed of God, what ncede we care: Cle knowe that at Je⸗ 
rulalem they held a touncel together to put pChaiſt to death 


as a maletactoꝭ. yea, am condenmet him. as therfoze his 


doctrine tuer the woꝛſe, oz was it therefoze ſo, becauſe they 
condemned hun: Did they not hold acouncell againſt Ste⸗ 
phen,and ſfone hum to death * and yet Stephen is recozded 
to bea man full ot q faith and of power. 


What will che deceitful }Payiftes ſay of Peter , their 455.12 


Popes pꝛedeceſſour: (as they varnely boaſt). There was a 
generall councef{ held againſthim allo,andcondennmg his 
doctrine, ſcourged him and the reſt of the Apoſtles, with ay 
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—— that they ſhould not teach any moꝛe inche na ne 
It their general councels be of foꝛce to condeame vs any 
our religion, J ſee no reaſon, bit that their religion ſhould be 
alſo condemned by the foꝛmer councell againſt Peter: but 
Peters doctrine was true, notwithſtanding che Counſell: 
and ſo may ours, notwithſtanding their Councels againſt 
vs: Fo2 we (as J haue okt ſaid) butlde our religion vppon 
Chꝛiſt, vpon Peter. che apoſtles, and pꝛophets. 

The Papiſtes thereloꝛe do both fooliſhlte and ignozant: 
ly paint out the beautieoftheir Church, by the tytle of vni- 
uerſalitie, and thereupon (as J ſuppole) they glozie to call 
chemſelues Catholikes, ; 

The Pope(ſaythey )holdeth the Apoſtolicall Sea, and 
the Byſhops that be annointed and conſecrated by him (ſo 
that they be trimmed with fillets and Myters) doo rep2eſent 
the Church, and ought to be taken foꝛ the Church, and cher: 
koꝛe they cannot er, becauſe they are conlecrated to the Loꝛd: 
which conſequent alſo followeth not. Foꝛ Aaron and other 
tulers of Jſraell alſo were conſecrate tothe Lozd: but Aa- 
ron and his ſonnes after they were made Pꝛieſtes, did yet 
erre wheu they s made the calfe, - | 

But let vs examine the pzemiles . Alt thou (ſimple pa- 
piſt)haue vninerſalitie a contiuall badge of the church: wilt 
thou haue the true Church toconſilt in luch outward glozi- 
ous ſhew: Then was the chiete Pzeſts , che Scribes and 
Phar iſes, who were allemble d to kil Chailt the true church 
and then ſhal Chꝛiſt and his apoſtles, (few in mumber, and 
diſpearſed abꝛoad) be thefalle church. Foz the = the 
outward Church remained in the chieke pꝛieſtes, Scribes, 
and Phariſes, # yet who beſo blaſphemous as ta dare ſay, 
that they were the true Church, who crucifted the Low of 
lite: So that ly paptſts) neuer deceuue the woꝛld with this 
gloſe:fo2 your outward pomp of your church is rather (you 
ſee)anargument of a falſe church chan of a true Church, 

By 
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By this reaſon ofthe papiltes, the foure t hundꝛech Pꝛe⸗ i King 12.14. 
phets which lied to Achab, ſhould haue repzeſenced the 
true Churche: but the Churche-was indeed on Micheas 
ſide, being indeede but one man alone, and varegarded,but 
out of whole mouth came trueth , Did not the falle p;ophcts 
in reſemblance beare both the face and name of the Church, 
when they did with one violent allault riſe vp againſt Jere⸗ 
mie, and with thzeatning boaſted,that it was not poſſible that 
the v law, ſhould periſh fromthe pꝛieſt, counſell from the i 
wiſe, and the wozd from the P2zophets Jeremie alone wag ere. 8. A8. 
ſent agaunſt the whole companie of the P2ophets,to declare 
from the Lozd, that it ſhoulde come to palle that the lawe 
ſhould perich from the pꝛieſt, counſell from the wiſe man, 
and the wozde fromthe Pzoophet : and yet all men knowe 
that Jeremie was inthe right and of the true Church, and 
all the reſt againſt him, ina maruellous errour, 
Thus porſee, chat trueth is not tyed tothe multitude of 
men oz to the title of vniuerſalitie, noꝛ to the outward gli. 
ſtring pompe, but rather contra, 
In the olde woꝛld, did not Noah and his family(being 
berie few in munber in reſpect of all the woꝛlde belide) did 
not they (Ji ap) repzeſent the Church ot God at that time: 
Doth not Chyiſt often call his, a little flocke : Doch not 
Chailt ſay that x wide is the gate and bꝛoad is the way that x Math. 7. 3. 
leadeth to deſtruction, and many there be that enter that 
way ? Doth hee not alſo adde that ſtraight is the gate, and 
narrowe is the way that leaveth vnto life, and fewe there be 
that finde it: That doth all this pzoue, but that the feweſt 
vſually are the Church of God, and vniuer ſalities and mul⸗ 
titudes, they are ſo farre from beeing markes of che true 
— vo they rather euidently bewꝛay the ſynagogue of 
han: f f 
The Papiſts are ſtill buſie with vs, and they thinke they 
dzine vs to a hard ſtraight, when they demand of vs whcre 
our church was manie hun dꝛed TJ agoe: to; they lap = 
3% & 4 ye 


8 
the Church muſt conſiſt of an al walcs appearing foune, vi: 
ſivle tothe eye and that it may be alwatos poynted out wich 
the finger in apparent ſhewe. Truely this anſwere is eaſte 
to dillvlue this which they make lo knotted an argument: 
fo! though papiſtes like carnall and ſenſuall men can iudge 
of nach ng but that which they ſee wich outward eyes, pet 
Hꝛoteſtantes (as they tearnie them) God hath endued then 
with better vnderſtanding. Let them aunl were me what 
foꝛme oł the Church ſhined in outward ſhewe, when He. 

7. King. 19. r. lias complained and bewayled that he z alone was lett. No 
queſtion there was then, and hath bene ſince, and euer will 
be a Church of Gad, ſa long as Chzift ſhall raigne at che 
right hand ofthe kacher, and pet it was not chen ſcene in 
otward viſtble pompe , but rather ſeemed as deſolate, 
(as the Þ;ophce Hellas himſelfe ſuppolcd,) and as no 
Churche indecde : but it was.ſaide to Helias that there 
were relerued ſeuen chouland men that had not bowed 
their knees ta Baall, So that chere was cuenthen achurch, 
which yet was not ſeenc with outward ſhming pompe, and 
when the Pzophethimlelfebegan therewith alſo to be dil 
mayed, - U 3 , 

There was the Church in the tine of .Chziſt and hys 
Apoſtles , when the ſhepheard was taken, and che ſheepe 
was ſcattered and diſperſed + Whenthe gliſtring outward 
ſhewe was in the high Pꝛieſtes, Scribes, and Pharilees: 
And yet the Church obſcured, was the true Churche, aud 
not the ſynagoue of the Scribe, Phariſees, æ high pnieſts 
that ercelled in oitiward goꝛgeous ſhew. 

Thus therc is no queſtion but that the true Church may 
be, and pet not appeare in outwardpompe of ſhew and glo⸗ 
rious to the eye. For where was our church in Quene Ma: 

| ries daycs, as in all other times ofperlecutions in all pla- 

W ces ofthe wozlde beſides: Js there not a Church though it 
be not ſeene , noꝛ ſhewed in outward and eminent bꝛight⸗ 
neſſe, but lyech as it were hid, dar kened r ſcattered abꝛoad: 

The 
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The Church was then perſecuted, ind many chen like con. 
ſtant Partirs of che true Church indeevs indured che tyꝛan· 
me of chat ramuch religion ſu that ſome were banniched, am 
other fled into other nations foꝛ ſuccour, am ſome indured 
martyzwome at home, ſome other hid themſelues, but the 
whole Church generallie was vaed and opjnelled. And 
ther eloꝛe when dur Church was perſecutrd it is a good ar- 
gument Jthutke:ta:ſay there mas a Church dueruhelmen 
with tyꝛannic all malice. J's anie mati ſu buxardlike, oz 
ſo blockiſhly bin, chat will ap there ung dame at al, be- 
caule it is ſometimecouered with a cloud : 02 that there is 
no fire at all betauſe at is ſometime raked! vp in imbers: 
our Church may he, m pet not ſrent; hm knowwners be, 
by reaſon o darkenelſe; and palpable tindnelle, and igno: 
rance that ouer ſhada wen the light thereof: ſochat by reaſon 
of clowdie. darkeneſſe thatgrewe , the bon could not 
ſhine.co the pier af ochers,thoughiri lelte it were inligh⸗ 
tenentram Goo with a lecke hren an unappareut light 
many ages togither. - 

Thus by erpzeſſe teſtinronie of ſcripture thou ſceſt that a 
Church may be, yea atrue Church may be, though it be 
not eminent in apparent ſhew:fo2-God doch Gew the bught 
beames thereof in tune, and caiſeth it co ſhine in perfect 
bewtie : t; it is neither deuill noꝛ ꝓope, noꝛ pꝛelate, noꝛ po- 
tentate, no power, no2 pollicie that is able vtterty toroote it 
out from the earth, fo: the God of heauen is the ſtrong; de: 
kender and moſte puiſſant pꝛeſeruer thercof ag ainſt all che 
diueliſh bzaynes, that doe nothing cls but deuiſe the vtter 
ruine and deſtructionthereof, if chey could tell which way, 
Totheſemen therefoze me thinkes Gameliel, a docto2 of 
Glove thous lil ub inthe txt he we: 

who tooke counſel ta put ter and che reſt of the A- 


Farne foz their pꝛeaching in che name ol Jelus. 2 Ker a 


them alone ſaich he, fen ifthis a wozke be ol men, it will 
r TN 001 
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pou be fo: to fight againlt God, Ae long theretoze as dur 
religion is builded, not upon men, init vpon God, in vayne + 
doe papiſtes looke fo2 che duerthnam ot that whereof God 
hunlelte purpolech to vphod. 
They obiect as tontrarie vnto vs the antient fathers by 
whole conlenting voyce, il the debate were to be ende doche 
better part ol che -vietozieto {ſpeakemoſte moveſfly , worily | 
bend to our ſidea hut whereas martiethinges haue bin well 
and wilely wzitteu} of choſe fathers, and ſonething hach 
happened to them which is woont to happen to men, theſe 
kinde naturedchildzenarcozving tu the righeneſſe they haute 
both of wit and iumgeruent, doe worſhip oneip their faules 
and crrours amn thofr thinges which are wel ſpoken, they 
eyther vtterlyreiect; o2 els miſchie wulle coꝛrupi with their 
baſtard glozes and And no maruell though 
they thus deale with the fathers who were but men, when 
they dare be bolde to adde ko, totake from, cocurtoll 1 2 
rupt in like ſort the ſacren ſcriptures of God hiniſelle, ax > 
terward ſhalbe declared, Bnt the papiſtes are ſo-d2zowney '* 
in their owne ſenſiall blindneſle, they are ſo addicted onely 
to the outward exe that they can ſee no true token of the 
true church: chey chem cheniſelues to be men in that rather 
then chey will haue no Church they will build itvpon men 
when they want the woꝛd ol God fox their fotmdation;wher-- 
vpon in trueth the true Church is builded ; but of the ſame 
fountain ok ignoꝛance is it that they call our religion newe 
becauſe it appeared not in outward ſhewe a long time toge⸗ 
ther as their painted:Church hath done, ta whome we an: 
ſwere that it is, new to them to whome the Golpelis new: 
And wheras it hath long lien hid vnknown, and as it were 
buried, that was the fault or the vngodlineſſe of the world, 
but nowe ſith it is by the bountifulneſe ol God ri ſtoꝛed a: 
gaine, it ought by right of fullreffitutionto reteius agame 


he die title of antiquitie : And herein the papiſtes do ma⸗ 


nitelt inün ie vnto vs who come our religion (karre befoze - 
| theirs) 
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theirs)namely from the mouth of God, and the pꝛophets, 
ol Chziſt, and his apollles by a lawfull conueyance waitten 
with the finger of God, ſealed with the blood ok his ſonne, 
and deliuered vnto vs by the handes ofthe pꝛophetes, and 
apoſtles, ſo that we haue the wꝛitinges of God, lawfully 
ſealed and deliuered, to giue in evidence fo2 the trueth ol 


that faith that we pꝛoleſſe, the truth whereof is confirmed 


by the mxꝛacles that are extant in ſcriptures, wꝛought by 
Chult and his apoſtles, toꝛ the eſtabiiſhing ol his doctrine 
foꝛeuer. So that I truſt the Papiſtes will not dꝛiue vs to 
other mpzacle3 : foꝛ all the myꝛacles that euer wete done 
betone, either in the time of Moles and the Pꝛophetes, oꝛ 
Chꝛiſt and his apoſtles;fo2 conſirming ot the doctrine that 


they ſhould teach, vpon which doctrine already conſtrmed 


by innumerable myꝛacles, ſignes, and wonders, Wee reit 
amd ſtay our —— a moſt {ure anchq and infallible 
foundation, which can neuer fatle no) fall. 
.  Uhephaecharged dur docttine, as the wellpzing of 
troubles, vpꝛozes, and tontentiong; and tearmed it moſt 

| „ Doctrine ot Libertines, and licentiong li⸗ 
bertie. But who knoweth not that theſe are euident and 
apparant badges ot their Nomilh religion 2 Dooth not 
daplie experience reach bs cherche Momatne Jeſuits, and 
Seminaries of Rome, doo diſqtiet not onely England, bur 
all Europe, with erecting dpꝛozes, and monſtrons treache⸗ 
ries and treaſons in peaceable common weales, with ſee- 
king to ſhead innocent blood, to pullcrownes from lawfidl 
annointed Pꝛinces, and ſetting ſubiectes (ik they could) in 
rebellious troupes to bid battatle againlf their lawfut So- 
ueraignes: 1 42 ö Ad eats r eee 
But it is an hard matter to take Hercules cub out of 
his hand: and to wꝛeath from Pꝛinces their crownes is 
more impoſſible but in raiſing warre agaunſt God, the an 
— —— pꝛeſeruer of their regal Scepters, 
ts £ £0 r 5 
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Thereloꝛe to the turbulent ſpirited Papiſtes Elias hach 

taught vs to anſwere, that it is not we that haue c tou: 
bled Iſraell, but themſeiucs that wzaſtle agauift thepow- 
er ol God. And whereas they vꝛge vpon vs a doctrine of 
liberties , and licentiouſnelle, they thzowe that vppon vs 
which is appropiatcd and peculier vnto themlelues one⸗ 
iy : Foz our religion teacheth a true ſaith towards God, 
and good and godly conucrſation. among men: but all the 


Bomiſhe Catholikes ik they bee once reconciled to the 


Sea ol Rome there is no trueth in their mouthes non faith: 

fulneſſe in their heartes they may ſweare and foꝛſweare: fo 
Fides non eſt ſeruanda cum hæreticis, as then withag 
much rage, as lite realg! terme vs: yea, what villanie may 
they not commit · : They niay linne all monſtreus ſinneꝝ of 
the wozld, andiultifie it when they haue done 3 fo that they 
may ſinne, and that with auubozitie. They may haue a par. 
don fromthepope, anda. Hipenſation, allo fo munen to 
conum Aaken en L — 
robbe ther, treaſens, xcheſlions : And what bellante 
1 a thep map not connnit with boldnelle, by vertue 
of their vitious ard molt —— mace: a poPepats 
don ul ſalue all. Ae 230 50 bn! 


mr 5 s pompe gf the ape, but that 
his Pn beginucth to —— already pace 
by the power ol the woꝛd ol Gad, che glo of their church 
beginneth to decay and fade ama: then theyre dʒiuen to 
nn and berauſe their doctrine camo 


plcale 


hach 
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pleaſe Cod, they endeuour another while to lee ik chey can 
pleaſe men withall, | 
TUhcrein(goadreader)J beſeech ther conſider wich me, 
vpon what good foundation the Church ol Nome is bul⸗ 
ded, and how well the pope (that vainely boſtech <tinle'te to 
be Peters ſucceſſour, diſchargeth the-office ct a true apoltic, 
The papiſtes and Romaniff:s thcy contend with ſtretched 
out voice, and fight with all the violence they can, ta erect and 
vphold the vaniching, and all tottering glozic of the pope. 
This they ca not doo (th:y thinke) vnleſſe they haue the 
peoples heartes: and they perſwade themſelues, that the 
people of the other ſive will neuer be reconciled to their No⸗ 
iniſh Chucch,vnlelle their religion be eaſte, plauſible , and 
pleaſant to the outward light,and delight ofthe ficth, 
Iberetiponhaue they graunted their Bulles, their difpen- 


ſatid ns, and all other their licentious doctrines, which geue 
free leatiz and authoꝛitie ta cannnit any ſinne oz ſinnes,, fo2 
as long 0} as ſhoꝛt a tune as they liſted, ſo that they might 


take their chotle of, plralant ſinncs, to ſpozt themlelues at 
their pleaſure ard tonucment leiſure ; which to atchieue,not- 
wichſtanding they muſt pay good currant copne fox, 

Behold gentle Reader, the two pillers ok the church of 
Nome: vrz. Thy glozic aud riches of their pzoude Pope, 


and pꝛelates was one: and the libertie pꝛeached to the peo- 


ple, was the other. So that the pope (J thunke) went avout 
to buide a king dome fo himletfe on earch, rather then to 
build a church toz God in heauen. 

Pereupon is he magnified with ſo many titles: Pe reup⸗ 


on, after he began to growe in ambition, he vlurped the ty: 
tle ol Supꝛemacie ouer all kinges , pꝛinces, and Emre - 


rours of che woꝛld. And when the pape had all this iurildi⸗ 


ction and pꝛeheminence, what was it els but to lay with the d Reue. 8. 


Wlhoze ol Babylon d Sit as Qucene. J wonder that all 
the Papiſtes of the woꝛld are not aſhamed of their vnholye 
father , whole kingdome, * Church, whole religion 
; | 3 18 
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is onelp to pꝛrach libertie and licent ous kinde of living to 
the people, ſeeking his owne onlie glozie and renowne; and 
not the glozie of God. 2 
This is that the Jeſuits fight koꝛ, that the Scminaries 
perſwade and contend foz, that the papiſtes boaſt of, that 
they dare challenge al Þ woꝛld in dilputation fo2 the defence 
thereof,namelpthe erecting of the dowrnfalling pꝛide ol the 
Nope, in their ſubtill perſwaſtons to reconcile ſillte # vaſta: 
ble ſoules vnto their Romiſh Sea, They can pant out the 
honour of Rome with molt pꝛincelie building, in the au⸗ 
thozitie ot their Pope, with moze then kinglie tytles, and 
the glozp of their ſplendant Church wich no lelle eloquence; 
inſomuch as they haue made their tongues as ſweete ag 
mulicke to enchant, and their reaſon nothing but lophiltry 
to deceitte : ofwhom J wiſh all men to take heede, as ol ra: 
uening wolues, and to flie them as benemous ſerpents. Foz 
the true Church of God dooth not ſtande in ſuch outward 
glyſtering pompe, as theſe men would make beleeue, but in 
trueth of the woꝛd ol God delitered in ſacred ſcripeures, 
as heretofo2e hath bene declared, But all the pomp where. 
with the Romaine Jeſuits , Seminar ies and papiſtes doo 
ſo aduance their pzoude Pope withall, and calling their 
Church the mother Church, What dooth it els repꝛe⸗ 
ſent vnto vs, but the glozious ſtate of thezUhozeof Baby⸗ 


e Reue. r7,4 Ion, which was clothed with e purple, and decked with 


golde, wich pꝛetious ſtones, and pearlcs , hauing a cuppe of 
golde in her hand full ol th abhominations and vnclean- 
neſſe of filthineſſe, and in her fozhead was witten, not the 
mother Church, but great Babylon, the mother of fozni⸗ 
cations, and of abhominations of the earth: | 
O, but J doo the Pope great iniury:foy, he calleth hint: 
ſelfe Seruus ſeruorum, the ſeruant of ſeruantg: but what 
matter is it to cal himſelt lo in name, when in deed he ſhew⸗ 
eth himſelf Rex regũ, a king of kings, and a Loꝛd aboue all 
nations, as his title of ſupꝛemacie. his vlurped auchoꝛitie ol. 
| excom 


15 
excommunication ol pances, his putt ng downe ol kinges, 
and giuing their kingdoms away to whome he liſt doch ina- 
nileltty bewꝛay. So that this is but a milk caſt ouer mens 
eies, tu blindlald men from be holding the vlurped pzinceus: 
nelle of the Pope. 

Jn trueth the Church of Rome ſauoureth of too nuich 
carthly pompe to haue any part in the true church of God, 
thaugh it boaſt neuer ſa much and truſt in lying woꝛds, ſap: 
ing, the temple ol the Lozd, the temple o the Loꝛd, the 
temple ofthe Lozd , The papꝛlles can ſay that concerning 
Rome they haue the teſtimonie ol Paule, who in his Epi⸗ 
ſtle to the RNamanes waiteth to al that be in Rome & calleth 


th? f beloued of God, called ſaints hut what p2ofiteth it the f Rom. . . 


that in times paſt there was a true ſpouſe of Chzift in 
Rome, ſich now and mante peares ſinee it is become an 
adultreſſe and hach foꝛſaken her firſt loue c her firit lauch: 
But al this is outcountenanced with y authozity of the pope 
being Pete rs lurteſſq as be gloneth , And the pope he cha⸗ 
lengeth the Apoſtolike Sea, lo that hee will be eters luc⸗ 
ceſſdur : and pet vicarius dei: what is this els but to aſſure 
vs that Antichuſt ſhall ſic in the Temple g of God, as 
God, boaſting himſelfe to be God , The Phariſees in 
Chulltes dayes could ſay-who can foꝛgiue ſinnes but God: 
and yet the Pope, hee will arrogate vnto himſcife that au⸗ 
thozitie to wreath from kinges their crownes and ſcepters: 
what is this but to ſit in the temple of God as God, and 
boaſtinghimſelfto be God, Now how well he diſchargeth 
the.ofice of an Apollle, I think al men vnderſtand he bzag: 
geth to be Peters ſucteſſour: but what gloꝛx is it to be e. 
ters ſucceſſaur in place and not to retame the doctrine and 
pertoꝛme the office of the Apoſtle peter. It is the maner 
of papiſtes altogether to glozie of names, perſons and pla: 
ces and ſuch outward titles, they neuer l2oke ta the trueth 
of inward puritie, ſo that al there religion is nothing els, but 
a painted ſchulchꝛe, fapze to the oy but within full of — 
＋ Fl + 4 on? 
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bones: becauſe the pope was ſucceſſour to a good Apoſtle; 
Te follow2th not no moze then an vſurper of a kmgdame 
ſhalbe ſaid a lawful king, becauſe he ts a ſucceſſour to a law. 
full king: Though Peter were a true apoltle, ct the pope 
may be a falſe Apoſtle, and that che Pope is a falſe Apoſt;e 
appeareth by the notes of a true and kalle Apoſtle.: Peter 
had his calling from C hꝛiſt to be an Apaſtle, and ſo entred 
Peter into the Apoſtleſhip: Foꝛ Chailt is che h doze, © whos 
focuer encereth not in by the dooze,, but climeth vp ſa neo⸗ 
cher way, the ſame is a theefe and a rabber : therefqzc let 
the Pope ſhew that he entred in by the doꝛe, oꝛ els hoo is not 
like Peter, alawkul Apoſtle: In dortr ine, how thezPope: 
and Peter agree is ſoone ſeene, IT: 
Peter ſaith ik i anie man{poake, let him ſpeake as the 
wo2ds of God: the pope hee blotteerth out his owne coavtti- 
ons, his vnwiitten verities, aud vomiteth aut the.-puddle ol 
his owne bzapne ; pea he, wil pzeache matter contrarie. to 
the wozd of God, and peruert the wowe of Bad 1:aswhen 
Paule ſayth , and the whole Scripture agreeing with hym, 
that by the k woꝛkes of the lawe no fleſh ſhalbe iuſtiſted be⸗ 


kaze God, the Pope and Hapiſtes holde and teache, that 


good wooꝛkes are mer itoious: vea, and that there bee 
woozkes of luperogation able to ſaue boch themſelues and 
others alſo they may ſo aboũd with ſuch ſuperfluitie ol good 
wozkes, Yeawozſe then all this, they holde and teache, and 
teach other to pzactile (which is moſt hoꝛrible blaſphemie) 
that bad wozkcs are alſo meritoꝛious, namely that treaſon 
in ſubiects, and murthering of their lawkull Chziſtian So: 
ueraigne, is not onely lawfi but alowable:pea, connnenda⸗ 
ble;nay,mozechan lo, meritozious in heauen, which doctrine 
as it is moſte blaſphemous, ſo the pꝛactiſe thereof is moſte 
damnable and dangerous, abhozring from nature, which 
teachech euerie ſubtect to feare and honour his pꝛince, aa na. 
ture bindech the ſonne to keare and honour his father, foꝛ 
princeps eſt patriæ patens ;degenerating from the lam of 
won all 
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A nations fo2 it ts (awfilf a w meritoꝛtetis foꝛ a payitticat? 
Nomsniſttreacherouſty to murder his holy father the pope: 
yearather moe, i of euils che leaſt be to be choſen, then it is 
for — be füt 2 to ſo chꝛiſtian 
apzinee, e to ripturc,yea contrary tu 
thedoctrine — ſelle, whole doctrine the pope muſt 
obey and teach, it in ſacceffion hee will be accompted alaw- 
full Apolſle of Chriff,harken© ye Papiſts, and liſten what 
Peter teachech pou, tofow his doctrine x let not the popes 

dare name ofholy father vecetueyou any mode, nz the name 
of the Apoltolicke Sea,fo2 they are but lying woꝛdes to de⸗ A 


_ _ : e | — of Peter with the A. 
p pot che Pope , and then if pou find him contrarie, 
though he be Peters ſurrelſdur, retect hun and tread hys 
doctrine vnder keete. 

The wozdes of Peter are thus: be m ſubiect therefoze, * | 
(caich hey to euery humain creature whether it be to the king Pet. 3+ 
as to the chiofexh to relers,apto them p be ſet in authoaitie, 
fo) the puniſhment of them that vde ill, and che praiſe of them 
chat doe good: againe in the ſame chapter heſaith, honour 
all men, loue bꝛother ly charitie, keare God honour the king: 
againe, he commandeth ſeruantes to firbmit themlelues in 
all feare vnto their maſters, not onely (ſaith he) ik they be 
good, but allo though chey be fro ward. 

Ika kroward maifker beto be honoured and feared of his 
ſeruaunt, much moze ought the perſon of a kinde and ver⸗ 
tuous Soueraigne be had in molt reuerent eſtimation of all 
ſubiettes: conſidering that the perſon of a Pzince on earth 
is the image of God in heauen:that ſhe is aperſon ol migh⸗ 
tie maieſtie, of puilſantmagnificence, and ok moſt gliſtring 
pzincely ropaltic , who being placed in her th2one by God, 
by whomeRegesregnant, & principes dominantur , is 


N — 4; 


impollible to be cheniſt dut by the power oz pollicie of men, 
no-not of the denithitnMtfe; noz all his avherentes; fox that 
niukneedes and; wi „ 
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19 
eaſily fall which men onely haue erected: heauen and earth 
map paſſe, but nat one iote of the woꝛd of God (al perthe 
but ſhalbe fulfilled : They thercfoze may aſwell thinke it ag 
poſſibleto pul God out of heauen as it i; to remoue alawful 
annoynted pzinte from belive the ſzat,wherein God himſell 
{tablified her: The vaine hope of the papiſts therefoze dil⸗ 
mayed, and the falſe Apoſtleſhip of the pope confuted by the 
faithcull Apoſtle Peter, let vs pꝛoceede further to campare 
them together .n Beloued Gaith peter, J er hot you as fran- 

n1.Per,2.2T. gers and pilgrimcs abſaine from fleſhlp;uſtes which fighs 

o3.Pera.15 againſtthe oule: And agamehe ſaith, o Ag he which called 
| pou is holy, ſo be ye allo ſanctified in all couterſation, be: 
pPEUtil 44 cauſe ſayth he, i is unit en p be pe halp as J am holy: Do 
that Peter admitteth no vncleannelſe, noz diſpenſeth yath 

anie inne, but repzoueth all and onely allo weth ſanctimonie 

. of life and conuer lation, and hee bzingeth in ſcriptum eſt 

alſo fo2 the warrant of his doctrine, J would all that pze- 

tend themlelues to be his ſurceſſours would dae the like:any 

giue the like wholefome ſojmd admonitions and pꝛeteptes 

chen ſhould not men epther toz loue,oz money haue pardons, 
dilpenſations, commiſſions,with authoutie to commit moſt 

diucliſh murder: accompting chat foz mer itoꝛious, which is 

moſt monſtrous, and meriteth in trueth a moſte blond ie re: 

uenge foꝛ the body, and ete rnall toꝛmentes foꝛ the ſoule, if ie 

ould be but ſo much as conccaued in che imagination: 

Aha che ollice of a true Apoſtle is, Peter deſcribeth in his 

qrbet. 5 4. fift Chapter. q The elders that be amongeſt vou, I which 
am allo an elder cxhoꝛte, feede, as muche ag in yau is, che 

flocke dt Chyilt,not conpelledly but willinglp,notcouetous 

of filthy gaine, but of a readie minde. not as exerciting lozd: 

g ſhip ouer the clergie, but that yce map be r examples ofthe 

ſiocke : It Peter ſhewing pinſeiferhar he is an elder , doe 
clayme no Lozdſhip in hys Apoſtleſhiz, how eommeth it to 
palle then that the pope ale leceſſour, clanmeth 
not onely a laꝛvſpip and dominion in Rome,buca litle of ſit 
: a pꝛemarie 


x 2 Cor 
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arth prematie auer all natians. The Papiftes anſwerethat chil 

the laid unto Peter,Thou's att ter, and vpon this Rocke J 5.Mar,i6,18 
it ag will build imp Church, and the gates of hel chal not ppeuaile 

wful againſt it: and J wil geue to thee p keies of the kingdom of 

Rlelf | heaven. And whatſoever thou bindeſt on earth, ſhal be boũd 

dil in heauen, and whatſoeuer thou looleſt on earth, chall be too: 

p the ſed in heauẽ. But can theſe woꝛds ol binding © looſtag giue 

gare a ſupꝛemacie and kingdome vnto the Pope, and not to Pe- 

fran- ter ,whoſe ſucceſſour he is: Foꝛ we heard befo:c from Pe: 

fig ters own mouth, that he claymeth noꝛ allo weth, but diſclai⸗ 

alled meth and dillwadeth ſuch exereiſed lozdſhip ouer the Clear: 

be⸗ gie. Sothat neither did, he a ett ſuch pꝛoid titles ol honour 

Sa ( Lozdſhip,andluperioutie,but ſought rather, as he wiſhed all 

with other, to be examples of mildneſſe and good conuerlation. 

onie Mom can wee thinke that Chaift ſhould giue ſuch Low⸗ 

n eſt lle authoꝛitie, when. Chyiſt telleth his diſciples contending 

pe- among themle lues who ſhould ſeeme to bee the geeateſt: 

and The t Ringes ok nations (ſaith he)beare Lozdſhip, but it. Lure 2.29 
ptes | ſhall not be ſo with you: but he that will be the greateſt a. Mat, 20.25 
ons, mong you, let him be as the leaſt, oꝛ as a ſeruant. Marke 1.24 
noſt Now if neither Peter had the ſuperiozity but foꝛbiddeth 

chis it, as teaching al humilitie, being taught by Chꝛiſt his mat: 

eres lter, p kings okł nations are to beare the loꝛdſhip: his apo⸗ 

ik it les ſhould beſo far from contending fo2 pzimacy on earth, 


ſter tothe Church ol Chuiſt, to build a kingdom foꝛ God in 
heauen: Ik neither Peter had it, and it Chzift allo foꝛbad it: 
che chewing, y kingdomeg belong to the kinges ol the nations; 
tous | how ran any man gather, chat Chꝛilts meaning was to giue 


ion: that they ſhould rather be as ſeruants appointed to mini⸗ 
| 


lozd: thatco Petcer,whichhe fozbwdeth Peter © al the reſt of the 
the apoſtles: It Peter nenerhadthis authoꝛity, I maruel much 
dae bo the papiſts can poſlibiy comieigh that to 5 pope which 
itto hes pꝛedereſſour neuer had: foꝛ they affirm the popes auth2- 
neeng rity to be aboue al kings ot᷑ the earth, ſunꝛeame head of the 


urch, am vniuer ſall bühop of the whole woꝛld: but how 
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far theſe vſurped ty tlos were fremehe- affectien of therrt;e 


apoſtle Peter, che humilitis of Peter, the deuine cthoztati- 


on of Peter. And the foꝛmer commande ment of Chziſt to al 
the Apoſtles dooth \uſficiently declare: foz neither coulde 
Chꝛiſt giue that aitthozitie of Paimacie which himleife foꝛ⸗ 
bad,no2 Peter take that which was not giuen him, and 
which he neither vſed,noz ſa uch as deſired iu affection: 
neither conſequently can the Pope, his metended ſucceſſour 
_ that vnto him, which never belonged to his Ance: 

02, 


the Lom Jeſus Chat, and. thowdhalt-be ſaued. and_thp- 
| | houſhold. 
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houſhold. hen Peter had pꝛeached vrto che people, they 
began to be pꝛicked in their hearts, they demanded af him, 
am ol che other Apoſtles : Men and luetixen, wiyat ſhall we 
don? Neter anſwered. a Repent, and be baptiied cuery man 
in the name of Jeſus Chuſt for the romiſſion of ins andre⸗ 
ceiue ye che nift of holy Gholt. Be it known vnta you b men 
and baethꝛen (ſaith Paule) that thoꝛo w this man ( ſptalung 
ol Chiiſt)is pꝛeached vnto pouthe renufficn ot (innes, and 
that euery one that beleeueth , ſhall thoꝛow him be iutiſied 
from all thinges krom which he could not be iuſtiied by the 
lawe of Moſes. 

Sothat we lee, chat remiſſion of ſins is by the pꝛeaching 
of the Golpell to the faithfulland that contra, Their e 
ſimes are retained and bound with chaines thereof that are 
Infidels, obſtinate, and vnrepentant, that haue no faith to 
take hold of ſaluation pʒeached by the Apoſtles and paſtoꝛs 
of che Church. | x 

But(ſay.they)TWhen:Chult gaue vnto Peter by ſpeciall 
name. the keies of binding and looſing, hee thereby made 
Peter che Pꝛince of the whole church. The anſwere is calie 
ſie, fo2 it is pzoucd befoze,that Chiſt gaue the power of bin: 
ding & looſing to al the Apoſtles, and why at this tune Ch iſt 
ſaidvnto 5Peter that he would giue to him 5 keies by ſpeci- 
al name, the rcaſon was, as appeareth by the circũſtance of 
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the tert, becauſe when: Chꝛiſte demaunded of his Apoſtles, 


Thom ſay vethat J am, Simon Peter anſwered , thou 
art Clniſt che ſonne ofthe liuing God: Foꝛ Peter anſwered 
in the name ok all the apoſtles, and Chaiſt likewiſe gaue hun 
the keies in the name of all. And ſa Cypztan and Augultine, 
two ofthe Fathers expound it, that Chꝛiſt did it not foꝛ this 
purpoſe, to pꝛeferre one man befoze an other , but ſo to-ſet 
fooꝛth the vnitie ol the Church: fox ſoſaith Cypꝛian, that 
God in the perſon ok one, gaue che keyes to all to ſignifte the 
vmtie ofthe Church, Auguſtine ſaith, When the Apoſtles 
were all aſke,onely Peter 85 art Chziſt:and 
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it is ſaid to him, J will giue thee the keics , as chaugh hee 
alone had receiued the power of binding and looſing, here 
as he being one ſtandeth one, fo2 all Aud he retetued the o· 
cher wich all, ag bearing the perſon of vnitie : cherꝛlcꝛe one 
fo2 all, becauſe there ts vatie in all. £26 
Itruſt theſe Fathers will ſariffic the Papiſtes,if they be 
not obſtinately malitiaus, and froward chudzen that in 
the power of the keies of Peter gayned no ſuperioutie o: 
A uer the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
; = 3 Run ouer ail that reinaineth wuitten, and pou ſhall 
— finde nothing els but that hee was one ofthe twelue, c- 
Actes,9,24 ſuall with the ret, and their fellawe, but not cher Lozdc, 


Galt & a, cap,. I woonder. therefoze that. the Pope awd Papiſtes will 


force that vpon Peter, which Peter neuer had, noz meant 
to take vppon hi nſelte , which Chꝛiſt neuer meant to giue 


hin, noꝛ ta any other, viʒ. to be the Nꝛince and head of the 


Church : loꝛ he hath left this tytle to no other but himſelle. 

This that Chyilt ſaith, Thon art Peter, and vpon this 

rocke J wil build my Church, impꝛehendeth no other thing 

of Peter, but that which Paule, and Peter himſelle ſpea⸗ 

A xpheſhe. a2 Keth to al Chiltians: foꝛ Paule maketh Chatlt the chiefc # 
d cozner ſtonc, vpon which they are builded together, that 

grow inta an hoh tenple tathe Lom. And Peter biddeth 
vs to be liuely e ſtanes, builded vpo that liuely, choſen and 
pꝛecious ſtone, Chꝛiſt Jelus, So when Peter had anlwe⸗ 


ebenz 3  redto the demand, that hee was Chziſtthe ſonne of theli- 
uing God: then ſaid Chzift, Bleſſed art thou f Simon Bar. 
Jona, loꝛ fieh and bloadhath reualed this to thee , but my 

an father which is in heauen. And J lay bnto thee that thou art 


Peter, and vpon this rocke will J build mp Church and the 
gates of hell ſhall not pꝛeuaile agamnſt it. Sao that (ful 
the Church is builded bpon that confeſſion and anſwer that 
Peter made:biʒ. pan Chꝛilt the ſon olthe lining Godt alla 
the g rocke is (aid to be Chyiſt by eſpeciall woꝛdes in the e⸗ 
piſtle to che Coꝛincthians. 5 4 

10 nd 


{ oule b vppon arocke , 6 that Chriſt and 
ys 
is builded : Fo; the Chureh is nut buided ſ per Petrum, 
but ſuper petram: that is Jeſus Chyſt che ſonne of the 
ling God, whome Peter confeiled, 

It Peter then be nut the head ol the Church, downe 
muſt fall the title ol the vnuerſall Biſhop o7 all the Church, 
which title the pope pzoudiy hath-vſurped; as der iued from 
Peter, who was content to be a member of the C hurche, 
and not the head thereof, but the ſwelling ambition ol the 
Pope is ſo monſtrous, that hee neither careth to connnit 
treaſon againſt chꝛiſtian pures, but moſt pꝛoudh hee will 
intrude himlelle into che ſcace and thꝛone or God himleite, 
and he will be head ofthe Churche to dye foꝛ it: but J be⸗ 
leeue in the end he will ſcarſe be ſo much as the foot, oz one 
of the toen af the Churche, his blalphenuc is ſa monſtrous 

It then (flie-Pope )-thou wilt be head of che whole 
Churche, ſhewe which way thou makeſt title, foz Peter 
from whome thouclapmeſt was content co be a member ol 
the Church: And thou bet aulc thou canſt not be a member of 
the church, moſt pꝛoudly claymeſt to be the head: & becauls 
thou canſt nat be the head, thou wilt be no part of the churth 
at all. I belerue the conſequent:dareſt thou pzoup pope with 
out all auchoꝛitie derogate ſo much from the glozp and ma⸗ 


ieſtie of; Chyiſt, as to take from Chiſt his crown, & to fete 


it vpon thy bead moſt traicerouſly, aw thinkelt thou that he 
will not trample thee vnder his fetter doth nat Paule to the 
Eph2ſians ſpeake in plaine t armes that God raiſed Chailt 
fran » dead and ſet him at his right hand in heauẽly places 
abmne all pzincipalities, x powers, and lozdſhips, and xuery 
name aha as named not oneſp in this woꝛld, but in the wozld 
n comeß and hach ſubmitted all thinges vnder his fecte , — 


h rock wherevpon the Churche of Chyiif Mat, 7, 24,23 
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hath made him head abdue all chinges to che Churche, 
which is his body, the fulneſle of him that filleth all in all, 
N Chutt be the head of the Church, as this text voth moſt 
plainty pꝛoue, then cãnot the pape be the head ol che church 
in earth, as hee pꝛoudly vſurpethz foz chere can be but one 
head of the Church, and that head is Chiſt :ſothatit is the 
ſale ayp2opztated title of Chailt to be the head ot his church 
on'earth, and euerie where, keꝛ God hach ginen this title 
to neither man noꝛ angel noz mchangeſ;utto ChuT one: 
ly, whom he rapſed rein the dead Leak tinough the whole 
life of Beter, lodke thzough allhis Epiſtles and doctrine, 
and thou ſhale finde in him all the markes of acrue and woz- 
thie ApMe *' his minde humble, not elouated with pꝛide: 
his doctrine ſond, which he had rectiued froin Chuſf: his 
counſell good : his admonitions wholelame: his Cpiltles 
molk deuine. 5 Is : | 
The pope his boaſting ſuecelſoꝛ cannot abide the charge 
of preaching ſincerelythe woꝛd of God: beit vet will hee be 
an Apoſtle, as touching the place, and retaine che name of 
an Apoſtle, and when a man is no moze an Apoltle, and re- 
uera wanteth both the doctrine and ſincere minde of an A: 
poſtle, what is thts elſe but to be a falſe Apoſtle, and an in: 
truder into the Church of Gods That his doctvine is per 
ticularly,to recite al were to tevious,and almoſt int r 
idolatrous male, their inuented pitrgatozieveuiſed onely to 
purge mens purſes, not their ſoules, cheir bowing to idols, 
their inte of laintes, their kree will, their inlfification 


by wozkes, nay their wozkes of ſuperogation and itiftiice 


1020 :what doe all theſe but niakevoyd p crollt of Chyitt, 
and diſamilichgrace of God, repügnant plainely againif 
the law of Poſes and the ſacred ſcriptures*” But who may 
ſpeake agamft him in anie things auho may tell him that 
God conmnandeth we ſhonld not k-bowvown noz wozſhip 
tarued Images and il he leaue dur this ſetond conmnatnde⸗ 
ment cleane out of the bool beraule it . 
im, 


25 
bim, who can repꝛoue him: In his abſurd doctrne of tram - 
bſtantion after the wozdes of co:ſecration vttered who 
can perſwade him but that the bꝛead is the verie body of 
Chnilt: and the wine is p verie bloud, though Chit call it 
platniythe ! fruite ofthe bine in plaine tearmes:Tho may 
tell him p he ſhould onely teach the godly doctrine of Chill 
as a faityful Apoſtle, and not his vawaitten veritics no2 cur: 
tollthe ſcriptures ot God, na yet diſpence with any thing 
therein contained: who may tell him of his charcers of par: 
dons, his diſpenſations to commit cruell and vnnatur all 
mur ders agamfk Chyiltian ]P2inces, rebellions, robberics, 
adulterics and allthe villanies of the wozld, and all this vn. 
der a pꝛetenſed colour ofthe ſupzemacie(which Peter neuer 
had ouer the Church of God ouer all Pzinces and Empe⸗ 
rours, yea and I thinke aboue God, himlelfe + fo2 what is 
this els, bu: to chop and chaunge, and to vle at his pleaſure 
the ſacred wow of God, and to abule it to all vngodlineſle 
.- Theiranlwerets ſhort, that the Scriptures are to be er: 
pounded bygenerall counſels, and they and the pope make 
the Church, and the Church cannot erre, And whatſoeuer 
therefoze they ſhall ſay oz decree,that ts the woꝛde of God, 
and to be reuerenced as an oꝛacle from hcauen whatſocuer 
it be: And hereupon is butlded implicita fides of the Ros 
man papiſtes to beleeue as the Church beleeucth , is kayth 
good inottgh foꝛ a papiſt: This argument is verie pitha- 
gorium, Ipſe dixit: ergo verum eſt : O ſubtillpapiſles, 
Oſimple and deceiued people , O moſte diueliſhe and 
peſtilent religion, thus to bewitch mens heartes, and to 
caſt a miſt befoze their eyes, to blindtolde them in ſuch pol⸗ 
luted doctrine: And che moꝛe to colour this their fraud and 
apparent deceite they haue eſtabliſhed ignozance, foꝛ the mo- 
ther ol deuotton, and images they haue made lay mens 
bookes, and as fo the Bible, that ſhalbe read tothe people 


in an bnknowne coong, as in Line - O diueliſh deuile of 


Dathan 


Mat. 22 29. 


Rom. 4. 
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Sathan, O helliſh darkenes: Not the de uill himſelfe centd 
haue iniented a moꝛe ſubtil & yet a moſt pernitious religiũ. 


Is ignozaunce the mother of deuotion, when Chyiſt 


talleth it the mother of erroꝛ, ſaying, to the Saduces, you 
m erre rot knowing the ſcriptures : Can an vnlearned man 
ſayth Paule, ſay Amen to thy ſeruice vttered in an vnknown 
toonge, when he knoweth not what thou laieſt :and he ſapth 
plainly that there is no n edilication m ſuch vnknowne lan⸗ 
guage, howe cantheſe men boaſt that they ediſie the people 
chen when the people ſay Amen they know not to what,and 
their implicita fides beleeueth they knowe not what: they 
tell them the church cannot erre, and this is ſufficient foꝛ 
them, it you will goe anie further the Church muſt anſwere, 
O lilly Romaniſtes,ſ\o much ſeduced by that deluding Antt- 
chult, wherevpon is pour Church builded* vpon the pope 


as the head of the church, and the generall counſelles,}9eter - 


neuer claymed to be the head of the Church, hee neuer had 
that authozity giuen him, nay it was denied him to ſeeke af: 
ter it: And Chziſt onely is the head of ÿ church as hath bin 
pꝛoued befoꝛe, Ergo the pope hath no luch pꝛeheminence. 
As touching their generall counſels wherewith they binde 
mens conſciences, as with coꝛdes, how can they pꝛoue thoſe 
counſels to be autentically true :toꝛ whatſocuer it be, that is 
decreed by them, they make them as oꝛacles and neceſſarie 
concluſions of the trueth, though they diſagree neuer ſo 
muche from the Scriptures: fo2 ſuche matters muſt not be 
called into queſtion, foꝛ they hold it as a pꝛinciple, ᷣ from the 
determination ok a counſell there can be no appellation: but 


what it they erre: They ſay they canot erre:whies Becauſe 


they be the Church: who allowetch it: ill they pꝛooue 
themſelues to bee the Church, who in their blinde and de: 
ueliſhe doctrine and conuer lation, ſhewe themlelues to be 
the Synagogue of Sathan : J knowe not, and J am ſure 
themſelues will neuer be able topzooue: Foꝛ the woꝛd ok 
God is that which mult trie out the trueth of the religion, 

a and 


the Church, My p ſheepe (faith Chuit)wtll heare mp voyce 


op 

aud Church ol God. F62 as foꝛ building faith vpon general 
Cauntels, it is a verie te2ble foundation, and (no queſtion) 
they might erre, and did erre: yea, they are lomtimes con: | 
trarie one ta an other:as the Synod of Conſtantmople ga⸗ 
chered together vader Leo the Emperour, iudged, chat ima⸗ 
ges ſet vy in Churches ſhould bee ouerthꝛowen and bꝛoken 
in peeces. A litle after ward the Councel of Nyce which the | 
Er pzelle ailcinbled m ſpite of him, decreed that they ; 
ſhould be rcſkozed:both thele Councels could not e true:and 1 
whether of thele ſhould a man take ta be true, oꝛ how can he ; 
tell which is true, but by that Scripture which is geuen by od 
diuine inſpiration, which is the rule of the Church, and the "*%_—_ 
ſquare ot trueth, whercupon the church mult be buildedꝛels 
we ſhall neuer knowe what, oꝛ which is the trueth, 

Auguſtine ſaith, that the latter Councell can not ſtande 
without pꝛeſent perrill of idolatrie. Epiphanius ſaith, it is 
a wickedneſſe and abhomination to haue Images ſeene in 
the Church of Chꝛiſtians. The Councell of Conſtance f92: 
bad the Sacrament of the Lozdes Supper to be geuen to 
the lay people, but willed that the ꝛieſt onely ſhould dꝛinke 
thereof, which Jcthinke the Romamſtes themſelues will 
not agree vnto, R 

Thus becauſe Councels may caſily erre, ther ts no faith 
to be built vpon them:but all faith, all religion, and the true 
Church is onely to be built vpon the o Pꝛophetes and Apo- Fphe.2,2c 
ſtles, Chuſt;Jcſus being the head comer ſtone, the rocke 
that neuer falleth noꝛ fadeth: Foꝛ this is a marke incident ta 


Againe, Chꝛiſt ſaith , He that is ol q God hearcth Gods 
woꝛdes, vau thercfoꝛe heare them not (ſaith he) becauſe you 
are not of God. The ſheepe will followe their good ſhep- q lohn 3.47 
heard, koꝛ they knowe his r voice: A ſtranger they will not 
fol ow. Ther foꝛe the church and true ſpouſe ol Chꝛiſt mult * iohn. o. 
be lubiect to her head and hulband, enclining to his wil, and 
gouerned by his woꝛd: Fox the — which is not buil⸗ 
2 ded 


P lohn, 10.3 


Ma ? 7.26. 


U Math 16,18, 


f John. 3,1, 


Nath 5, 2 
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ded vpon the woꝛd of Chziſt is built vpon thes Sand and ſa 
ſubiect to a continuall ruine and ouerth;ow , as Chꝛiſt him: 
ſelfe pꝛeached in his ſermon : But that which ſtandeth vp⸗ 
on Chziſt the rock, the t gates of hell ſhall neuer pꝛeuaile a- 
againſt it, as Chuſt tolde Peter, Trie the ſpirites(aith 
S. John) whether they be ol v God oz no: foꝛ many falle 
pꝛophetes are come into the world. Againe, he chat know: 
eth God heat ech vs (lauh S. z ohn) hee that is not of God, 
hcareth not vs: by this we know the ſpir ite of trueth, and 
the ſpirit of erraur, The falſe pꝛophetes (faith hee) ſpeake 
of the wozld,and the wozld heareth them, becauſe they are 
of the wozid : but wee are of God(ſaith he) So that bath 
John and Chziſt ſhew this to be a marke to knowe the ſpi⸗ 


rite ok errour, if thepheare not the wozdes of Chꝛiſtes a: 


ſtles. 
N Let not the pope therefoze deceiue thee (gentle Reader) 
as though he could not erre: neyther let his gener all coun: 
ſell ſo bind thy conſcience, without appellation , but that 
thou be free to trie the ſpirits by the woꝛde of truech: Foꝛ 
many falle pꝛophetes are come mto the woꝛld. Trie the gold 
by the touch ſtone: Foz be he Pope, be they generall cou 
ceis : yea, be they Angels from heauen, il they pꝛeach mat⸗ 
ter contrarie to the doctrimn of Chaiſt,belecus him not : nay, 
Anathema eſto, hold hj m accur ſed, as Paule commandeth 
thee, | 

The Scribes and Phariſcs demaunded of Chat, why 
his diſciples tranſgrefled the traditions of the elders. Chat 
anlwered them,TUhy doo pee y tranlgreſſe the pꝛecepts 
of God thozough your tradition, foꝛ God commanded, lay⸗ 


ing, Honour father and mother. xc. Pypocrits (ſaith he) wel 


p2ophected Eſayas of you:ſapmg, This people connneth 
neere vnto me with their mouthes, and honoureth me with 


their lips, but their heartes are farre from mc:but in vaine 


doo they wozlhip me, teaching koz doctrine, the pꝛeceptes of 
men. , 


And 


ſaith 


29 
And is not the religion ot Rome as vain a wonſhip, when 
they teach fox doctrine, the pꝛeceptes ot men, biz. ok generail 
Councels, and that we mult hold them as vidoubted ozaclcs 
of the holy Gholt: and that none muſt mutter againſt then, 
02 g unſ ay them vpon paine of a condemned heretik. Yea, 
they hold, that the wozd of God is ſubiect tothe cenſure of 
the Church, which lay they) is ther Pope t generall coun: 
cels, and whatſoever ſenſe they (ct vpon the ſeriptures s to 
be receiued fox true, without queſtioning againſt it:what ig 
this cls but to make the head ſubiect to the foote: the ſhcepe 
to rule their ſhephearde : aud the Spoule which ſhould be 
ſubiect, to beate authozitie ouer her hulband that ſhoulde 
be ſoueraigne, her Loꝛd and maiſter to gouerne her after 
his wil? But herein the Church ol Rome ſhewcth her ſelt to 
play the harlot plainly, when ſhe renounceth her head: when 
the fozſaketh her hulband, and runneth a whoꝛing after her 
owne ymagmations. Judge then (gentle reader) whether 
thou think to be the true church, ours that is builded vpon 


the foundation of Chaiſt,the pꝛophete s, and apoſtics, oꝛ the 


church of Nome, that is builded vpon the Pope, his Cardi⸗ 
nals, and his generallcouncels : Ours that acknowledge th 
Chuſt tobe the onely head thercot, oꝛ theirs, who (moſt di⸗ 
ſhouourably to chꝛiſt) acknowlevge the Pope the head ther⸗ 
ak: Ours that is builded vpon God, oztheirs that is but} 
ded vpon ſlippery men: Durs that adnutteth no impuritie, 
oꝛ their s, who foꝛ money, and toſerue their turne, will dil⸗ 
pence with moſt monſtrous and haynaus cruelties: Their 


religion which ſecketh and thuffeth after blood, becing , 1,4, 


therein like to the Deuill their father „ who was az mur⸗ 
therer from the beginning, oꝛ ours which ſeeketh peace of 
conſcience in a godiy conuerſation : Durs ſeeketh the giozp 
of Godꝛtheirs leeketh their own pomp, and the glozp of the 
woꝛld: Durs giueth kree liberty to all to try the truth ther- 
ok out of the ſacred ſcriptures: they bind mens conſcieuces 


with the decrees ol their own councels without apellation 
C3 te 
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30 * 
Te ſap with the Pꝛoyhet Elay, That all our righteoul⸗ 
nes is like a defiled cloath:and with Paule, that Cyzilt ig 


made vnta vs a rightcouſneſle by the bountitu nes of God, 


and wiſedo.ne,and redemption that as it is wꝛitten, De that 
b reioiceth, ſhould reioice in the Lozd ,CUe ſap with Cintit, 
that no man can come vnto him, vn elle it beec gen hün 
from his father, Te lay alſo with Paule in plain? tearms, 
that it is d God that woꝛketh both the will, and thee decde. 
They ſap they haue free will of theme lues to good, accep⸗ 
table to God, by J know? not what bli ide light o nature: 
they haue good wooꝛkes, yea woꝛkes ol ſuperog ation, mer 
tozious ko? themlelues and others allo: wherein they may 
boaſt and bꝛagge, but not beloꝛe e God /: So we aſcribe all 
all gloꝛie to God, and they robbe God ok his gloꝛy and take 
it to themlelues. 

Peter was commanded to feed the flock of Chꝛiſt, and 


— 


he did accoꝛding: The hope he ſtarueth the flocke ol Chuſt 


without any fonde, and yet he taketh the fleece: foꝛ igno- 
rance(ſaith he) s the mother ok deuotion: and heathen 3. 
dols be the bookes that Lay men mult looke on, and this ts 
the koode he miniſtreth aud the knowledge and trueth. 
Chuſt biddeth the people, Search the 7 Scriptures:the 
papiſticall church laith no: It bxcedeth ſectes and ſchilines, 
as though they wer wiler then chꝛiſt. The religion of God 
is ſincere, holy and pure: foꝛ money a man map haue a par⸗ 
don aud diſpenſation of the Nope toꝛ all kindes of beaſtlie 
villa mies, what dooth this ſhew but that their bellye is they? 
God, their kitehm is their roligion: yea, they are not a⸗ 
ſhamed to publiſh murther of chuſktan pꝛinces to be a mat: 
ter mer itoꝛious: and wherfoꝛe contend they. foꝛ this : but 
that they may raigne theme ues in earthly pompe, and ſit 
abaue kings, adoꝛned with large ertẽded authoꝛity. This laſt 
point is iii h a blur to ther religion, that he is willully blind 
that leeth not the falſhood thereof; yea it is ſuch a ſpo ta 
their religion, to giue a commillion ta commit murder e 
that 
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that by p name ok meritoꝛious:that it bew2aieth al the ref of 


their religiũ to be ful of fraud # dece:t x open trechtrie. Fox 
what man ok found w:t can be per ſwaded that he y is attue 
r faithful apoſtle indeed, can diſpẽ̃ce in anie ſoꝛt with ſuch o⸗ 
pen ⁊ groſſe faults which are euen odious to the law ol na: 
ture, æ readie footpath to bꝛing the bodie into bondage, + y 
ſoule to helliſh toꝛmẽts: J wo ald wiſh therkoꝛe no mans um 
plicita fides to be ſointangled with his open ſleightes as to 
beleue him in ame thing, koꝛ he ſheweth himſelf reuera to be 
verie Antichꝛiſt in ſuch per ſpicuous mmer, chat no man can 
doubt thereof, fo2 what doth he cls but lit in the h temple of 
God and boaſt himlelte to be God, when claiming the Apo: 
ſto:ike ſea, he calleth himſclfthe vicar of Chꝛiſt in earth :the 
head ok the church: that he cannot erre : that he can fozguic 
ſinnes : matters that belong peculiarly to God alone: and 
vet that pꝛoud Antichꝛiſt will be extolled with thole titles: 
what is this but to ſit in the ſeate of God as God: Allo that 
he claimeth to be Dux ducum, Rex regum, imperator un- 
peratorum, that hee hath authozitie to depole and (ec vp 
pꝛinces at his pleaſure,to build and ouer thꝛow kingdomes, 
what is this but maleper tly and moſte blaſphemouſly to 
tht himſelfe into the ſeat of God boaſting himlelte to be 
God: fox it is God per quem Reges regnant ac principes 
dominantur/, But let all the Romaniſtes knowe this, 
that is alſo wꝛitten m the ſame Chapter concerning their 
Antichꝛiſt the pope, that fo2 the decite whercwith hee hath 
deteaued the inhabitantes ofthe earth, and foꝛ his trealons 
and blaſphemies againſt the mighty God, che Loꝛd from 
heauen ſhallconſume him with the i ſprite of his mouth, 
and confound him in the bzightneſle of his comming 3 Ba⸗ 
bffon mut k fall, yea great Babilon muſt fall, and nuiſt be⸗ 
come an habitation of deuils & a pꝛiſon of alvnclcan ſpirits, 
Now let him boaſt that he is Peters ſucceſſoꝛ: that maketh 
him neuer a tote the moꝛe lawful apoſtle vnleſſe he perform 


F 2.Thc: 2 
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the office of a ſincere Apoltle as Jeter did: fo2 otherwile he 11ohn, 10 
is 


aulohn,5,39 
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is a l theefe, a robber and a Mosolke that appeareth in 


ſheepes claching, of whome Chzilt bad vs beware, An) 
therein he doth nothing els but like the deuils i mpe tranl⸗ 
fozm himſelf into an angel of light to deceiue imple ſoulcs. 
Let them gloꝛy in the name of the church, crying that Rome 
is the mother church, the mother church, what benefite is it 
to haue the name and ta want che thing * koꝛ in trueth all 
their pꝛeheminence is onely in names of che church, of 532: 
ters place in the ſtatelineſle of their Hierarchie of goodly 
oꝛder, ot their carnal cardinals and in ſuch outward po:nye 
and glozie,But(alas)theſe painted clothes bew2ap the rag- 
gedneſſe of their religion: fo2 the churche of God is nat 
buillded vpon ſuch outward ſhewes , but vppon ſinceritie of 
doctrine and conterſation, Theretoꝛe leaving the Lion to 
be knowne by his clawes, whome times and ſeaſons haue 
ſo manifelt(y diſcloſcd, J counſell thee to fozlake the pope 
and tolearne of Peter: build chy faith not vpon the pope 
who of himſelfe wanteth a foundation, but vpon Paule and 
Meter and the reſt ofthe Apoſtlcs Chꝛiſt Jeſus himlelfe be- 
ing the comer ſfone, Take heed of implicita fides, #learne 
thy lelfe out of the woꝛde of God what thou beleeueſt and 
wherevpon thy faith is builded:foz if it be builded general: 
lie vpon men, thy faith is watering and doubtful, but if vp- 
on God, then is it built vpon a rocke, againſt which the 
gates of hell hall neuer pꝛeuale. Followe the aduiſe of 
Chꝛiſt, n Searche the ſcriptures diligently, read them 
with reuer ence in all hu nilitie, and pꝛayto God earneſtly, 
ſo ſhall his woꝛd be a light vnto thy feete, o and a lanterne ta 
thy pathes to direct thee in the wap of truech to keepe thy 
minde ſincere and thy eye clecre to ſee and diſcerne the 
trueth from falſhoode, a ſhepheard from a woolte, a true 
Apoſtle from a falſe, and Chꝛiſt from Antichzilt, 


FINIS, 


